A 60-year-old woman was referred by her general practitioner with joint pains, muscle aches and her skin becoming yellow on her trunk and limbs over a two-month period. On examination, she had the features shown in her palms (figure 1), elbows (figure 2), and shoulders (figure 3). The patient was known to have hypothyroidism, diet-controlled noninsulin dependent diabetes and xanthoma removal from her left big toe five years earlier.
She had been on a lipid-lowering agent which had been stopped two years previously. 
